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of modern philosophy. With Descartes, also, Hobbes
was to corne into contact, but not till after many years,
when each had his own way of thinking fixed, and
nothing but quick repulsion was any longer possible
between them. In the dearth of original thinking, and
in the actual state of opinion, there was indeed, at the
time, but one impression that a mind like his, trained
as it had been, was likely to take on, and this was
a feeling of aversion to all philosophy.

On every hand he found the philosophical doctrine
he had learned at the university spoken of in a tone of
utter contempt. The fact was that, ever since Scholas-
ticism, more than a hundred and fifty years before, had
ceased to have in it any principle of further growth, the
best heads, when not turned to entirely different pursuits,
had been engaged oil little else than attempts to throw
discredit upon it and its authorities. Among the effects
of the revival of letters, one of the first had been to
bring forward Plato against Aristotle; a,nd, working
upon him and the jXTeo-Platonists, a number of thinkers
had appeared in the sixteenth century with tlieosophic
and pantheistic views, in sharpest contrast to the spirit
of scholastic thought. The world of nature, also, which
the Schoolmen had looked upon askance when they did
not wholly drop it out of sight, had begun to draw at-
tention from others than alchemists and magicians. A
succession of hardy speculators in Italy had even aimed
at constructing a pure philosophy of nature; and one of
them, Giordano Bruno, besides steering straight against
scholastic principles in the attempt to explain the
universe out of itself, had eagerly worked in with his
system the astronomical theories of Copernicus, against